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long served the Spanish King in Italy and the Nether-
lands, " very valiant and liberal, and of good assurance".
Raleigh declares he entertained him as courteously as his
means permitted, and Berreo in return seems to have given
him a good deal of information about the region of the
Orinoko. He started from Trinidad (which, it will be
observed, lies immediately opposite the northern half of
the Orinoko delta) with about a hundred men and a month's
provisions, all of which were carried in an old Spanish
galley, an English barge, two wherries, and a small boat
or dinghy: five vessels altogether.

Raleigh had with him an Indian pilot, who, he hoped
at first, would lead his expedition through the extraordinary
maze of streams in the great Orinoko delta till they could
reach the main river. "All the earth doth not yield the
like confluence of streams and branches, the one crossing
the other so many times, and all so fair and large and so
like to one another that no man can see which to take. If
we went by the sun or compass, hoping thereby to go
directly one way or another, yet that way we were also
carried in a circle amongst multitudes of islands, and
every island so bordered by high trees as no man could
see any farther than the breadth of the river." Raleigh
entered the Orinoko delta by a river which he styled the
Red Cross, now known, however, as the Manamo. This
is the westernmost branch of the Orinoko. Before the
English had penetrated far inland, the local Amerindians
of the Warau or Siawani tribe had attempted to capture
and kill their pilot for daring to bring a white man's ship
into their country. The pilot escaped, and Raleigh with
great promptness seized an old Indian and declared that
he should be held as a hostage and be beheaded if the pilot
was not returned. Nevertheless the natives on shore pur-